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Modernization of the Carbon Governance System in China:

Course and Characteristics
ZHANG You-guo

Abstract : The modernization of carbon governance system(CGS) in China went through a course of
evolving from an implicit system to an explicit system. After the reform and opening—up, dominated by the
energy saving strategy and supported by the renewable energy strategy, an implicit CGS came into being
gradually in China. With the increasing severity of climate change issues and China designing and
implementing a series of strategic measures directly aiming at carbon intensity controlling target, the CGS
entered the carbon intensity controlling dominated explicitly evolving stage and was improved day by day
consequently. Under the leadership of the Communist Party of China, the CGS has evolved as an important
part of the national governance system in China gradually and showed the strength of the system of
socialism with Chinese characteristics fully. China needs to focus on the "double carbon" target to promote
the modernization of CGS, then to drive modernization of ecological and environmental governance system
or even the national governance system.

Key words: carbon governance; modernization of governance system; energy sustainable

development strategy; carbon intensity control; "double carbon" target



