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Abstract: Multilateral e-commerce platforms have penetrated into all walks of life, but there are relatively few theoretical studies on mul-
tilateral e-commerce platforms. We first review the development of platform theory. Platform theory originated from the study of two-sided
market, and then with the development of Internet technology, the research focus gradually shifted to multilateral e-commerce platform.
At present, the research on multilateral e-commerce platforms still lacks a systematic theoretical framework, and mainly focuses on ex-
plaining the new phenomena and problems accompanying multilateral e-commerce platforms. On the basis of summarizing the literature
this paper summarizes the focus of research on the regulation of multilateral e-commerce platforms according to some realistic perform-
ances; price discrimination, algorithm collusion and platform monopoly, and puts forward two main problems faced by China’ s multilat-
eral e-commerce platforms. Finally, this paper summarizes the research status of platforms at home and abroad, and puts forward three
issues for future research on multilateral e-commerce platforms: the definition of platform boundary, the governance of platform economy
and the anti-unfair competition regulation.

Key words: multilateral e-commerce platform, evolution of theory, focus of regulation



