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RIEHIE . FHEW

Promoting the Liberalization of Digital Service Trade in China through High—standard Opening up
Yu Rongguang' , Wang Hongwei'?
(1. Institute of Quantitative & Technological Economics, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100732, China;
2. Research and Consulting Center of Project Evaluation and Strategic Planning, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences ,
Beijing 100732, China)

Abstract : Expanding the institutional openness based on rules and standards is the only way to promote the development of digital
service trade in China, and participating in high—standard bilateral or regional trade agreements is an important way to enhance
China’s participation in global digital service trade. Therefore, based on the data of digital service trade in OECD-ITSS database,
this paper empirically examines the promoting effect of digital terms and their depth in bilateral or regional trade agreements on
global digital service trade, and explores the mechanism and restrictive factors of the influence of digital rules on digital service
trade. Empirical research shows that: firstly, bilateral or regional trade agreements containing digital terms and the depth of digital
terms have a significant role in promoting digital service trade. Secondly, the promotion of digital terms and the depth of digital
terms to digital service trade increases with the increase of trade scale, it has obvious promotion to financial services, information
and communication services and professional management consulting services, and the promotion to digital service trade between
developed and developing economies is higher than that between developed economies. Combined with the current situation of dig-
ital service trade in China and the research conclusion, the paper puts forward some policy suggestions on expanding the institu-
tional opening.

Key words : digital rules; digital terms; depth of digital terms; digital services trade; regional trade agreements
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