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Digital Economy Promotes Common Prosperity: Theoretical Mechanisms

and Strategic Choices
LI Hai—jian LI Zhen—zhen

Abstract: The development of the digital economy is highly consistent with promoting common
prosperity. The digital economy can promote common prosperity from both value creation and value
distribution. From the perspective of value creation, the digital economy has the characteristics of
permeability, empowerment, substitutability, innovation, and dual high. It can accelerate value creation
through digital industrialization, industrial digitization, data value, digital governance, and other paths,
producing several effects such as speed economy, precision economy, network economy, expected economy,
tail economy, full-time economy, space economy, gig economy, sharing economy, ecological economy, etc.
From the perspective of value distribution, the digital economy has the characteristics of equality,
inclusiveness, free of charge, symbiosis, and transparency. Value distribution can be optimized through
online education, online healthcare, online finance, online government affairs, online culture, and online
governance, playing a special role in promoting the supply of public services, rural prosperity, and spiritual
prosperity. The promotion of common prosperity in the digital economy faces problems such as data
monopoly, algorithm manipulation, employment substitution, and digital divide. To this end, based on a full
understanding of various issues, a comprehensive strategy for promoting common prosperity in the digital
economy should be formulated. The first is to accelerate the value creation of the digital economy,
including coordinating the construction of digital infrastructure, breaking through key core technology
bottlenecks, building a data authorization operation system, expanding the field of data application
scenarios, regulating the development of digital platform enterprises, and building a digital economy
ecosystem. The second is to optimize the value distribution of the digital economy, including using a
theoretical guidance for shared ownership, co construction, and sharing, improving the system of three
distribution systems for the digital economy, constructing new rules for the government and market in the
digital era, and improving the system of compliance, trustworthiness, security, and equal governance.
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