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Data Element Taxation: Taxation Scheme, International Practice and
Implication for the Improving of Chinese Tax System

Du Shuang!, Feng Ming?

(1.National Academy of Economic Strategy, CASS,Beijing 100006;
2.Institute of Quantitative and Technological Economics, CASS, Beijing 100005)

Abstract: Data as a new kind of production factor have new characteristics which are different
from the traditional production factors and increase the complexity of data factor taxation. At
present, based on different understandings of the nature of data elements, scholars have formed
four approaches regarding the issue of the taxation of data elements, which are data goods and
services tax, data property tax, data asset tax and data resource tax. From the perspective of
international practice, improving data goods and services tax is the main means adopted by
various countries. China's current tax system is somewhat inclusive of data elements, but it also
faces challenges such as incomplete theory and system, unclear status quo of tax burden of data
elements, unclear trend of international tax reform, and adjustment of the overall tax structure.
China should, by clarifying the taxation rules, improving tax policies, adjusting tax collection and

management modes, alleviate the existing problems of worsening data factor taxation, solve the
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new problems brought by data factor taxation, and deal with the challenges that may be faced by
data factor taxation.

Keywords: data elements; tax system; international practice

20



