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Equality of Opportunity in the Process of China’s Urbanization:

From the Perspective of Different Hukou
LI Ying'*
(1. Institute of Quantitative & Technological Economics, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences;

2. Faculty of Applied Economics, University of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences)

Abstract: Based on the 2018 and 2021 data of Chinese General Social Survey (CGSS), this article
analyzes the equality of opportunity in the process of China’s urbanization. It starts from the discus-
sion on how different hukou affect people’s opportunity in self-development and uses the quantile
regression method to measure and recount the inequality of opportunity. The study shows that the
direct impact of hukou is mainly reflected in low-income groups. The inequality of opportunity a-
mong the three groups, i.e. , the indigenous people, rural-to-urban residents, and migrant work-
ers, increases successively. With the increase of income quantiles, the proportions of inequality of
opportunity among three groups all show a tendency of increase followed by that of decrease. Gender
inequality is the main reason for the high inequality among migrant workers. The mechanisms cau-
sing the inequality of opportunity among the three groups are different, but the proportions of indi-
rect channel of education converge in the high quantiles, and so are the indirect channels of employ-
ment. This article combines the theoretical framework related to the inequality of opportunity with
the reality of Chinese urbanization, and provides a new perspective to examine Chinese urban in-
come inequality.

Key words: Hukou ; Inequality of opportunity; Income inequality; Channel of education
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