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Developing New Quality Productive Forces in Line with Local Conditions .
The China—Europe Railway Express and Inter-city
Digital Technology Transfer
BAN Yuanhao LIU Ye ZHAO Chunming ZHONG Xiaohuan
Abstract; Accelerating the construction of a unified domestic technology market and
advancing the integrated development of Digital China are crucial focal points for develo-
ping new quality productive forces in line with local conditions and promoting high-quality
economic growth during the 15th Five-Year Plan period and beyond. From a dual-circula-
tion perspective, this paper systematically examines the impact of the China-Europe Rail-
way Express (CERE) on domestic digital technology transfer and its underlying mecha-
nisms. The findings indicate that the launch of CERE services significantly attracts digital
technology inflows from other regions, providing important digital technology resources for
fostering new quality productive forces locally. This effect primarily stems from increased
demand for supporting digital services generated during the formation of a trade-corridor
economy ; under the logistics framework of cross-border e-commerce, the accumulation of
market and consumption information accelerates the agglomeration of digital service enter-
prises, thereby facilitating the cross-spatial allocation of digital technology factors. Moreo-
ver, heightened activity in technology trading markets, greater attention to digital economy
development, and improved levels of digital infrastructure construction can effectively
strengthen the effect of CERE operations on attracting digital technology. Further analysis
reveals that spatial flows of digital technology associated with CERE operations exhibit
asymmetric characteristics, predominantly manifesting as flows among central cities, from
central to peripheral cities, among coastal cities, and from coastal to inland areas, while
reshaping the spatial distribution of new quality productive forces as represented by digital
technology transfer. Against the backdrop of high-level opening-up and digital economy
development, this study explores pathways for optimizing the spatial distribution of new
quality productive forces represented by digital technology transfer, offering empirical in-
sights for advancing high-quality economic development under the new development pat-
tern.
Keywords: New Quality Productive Forces; China-Europe Railway Express; Digital

Technology Transfer; Regional Innovation Coordination
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