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Critique of the Gotha Program: Classical Case of Marx and Engels’
Criticism of Wrong Social Thoughts
ZHOU Wen-wen

(School of Marxism, Nankai University, 300350, Tianjin, China)
Abstract: Critique of the Gotha Program is a debating work against Outline of German Worker’s Party
which is full of Lassalleanism and a classical case of Marx and Engels’,criticism of wrong social thoughts.
From the perspective of writing and publishing, the Critique was written in time and was published with
flexible strategies, setting excellent examples in against wrong social thoughts; From the perspective of
theoretic content, it showed the basic concepts of scientific socialism when refuting Lassalleanism, and its
scientific content is universally recognized by later generations, providing theoretical basis for cracking
opportunism; From the perspective of refuting methods, it proved the logical fallacy in the Outline, revealed
its pursuit of interest and value-orientation, and criticized its holding back to materialistic dialecticism,
providing methodological reference in refuting wrong social thoughts. The criticism shown by Mark and
Engels is really important and inspirational in refuting wrong social thoughts today.
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